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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0587 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PGOV, PINS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: FUNERAL OF BDF CASULTIES FROM KAZUNGULA ATTACK 
REF: (A) GABORONE 0576, (B) STATE 053334 

1 . ONE OF THE LARGEST CROWDS IN HISTORY OF BOTSWANA THRONGED 
GABORONE CEMETERY MARCH 2 FOR FUNERAL OF BDF SOLDIERS AND 
CIVILIANS KILLED IN RHODESIAN AMBUSH OF BDF PATROL (REF A). 

VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE AND SEVERAL LOCAL CLERGYMEN ADDRESSED 
CROWD WHICH INCLUDED PRESIDENT AND LADY KHAMA, GOB OFFICIALS, 
MEMBERS OF GABORONE DIPLOMATIC CORPS AND BATSWANA FROM ALL 
WALKS OF LIFE. 
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2. DUE TO COMMUNICATIONS DIFFICULTIES, PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE (REF B) REACHED US JUST 
PRIOR TO BEGINNING OF FUNERAL SERVICE AND WAS PASSED BY 
CHARGE TO VP MASIRE AT GRAVESIDE. DURING HIS SPEECH, 

MASIRE ANNOUNCED THAT MANY CONDOLENCE MESSAGES HAD BEEN 
RECEIVED FROM FOREIGN HEADS OF STATE, AND HE SINGLED 
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OUT PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE FOR SPECIAL MENTION. IN 
VIEW OF PROFOUND IMPACT THIS INCIDENT HAS HAD ON PEOPLE 
OF BOTSWANA, WE GREATLY APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND WHITE 
HOUSE EFFORTS TO PROVIDE TIMELY EXPRESSION OF PERSONAL 
CONDOLENCE AND NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION WITH BOTSWANA. 

3. WE CONTINUE TO SEE EVIDENCE THAT THIS INCIDENT HAS 
DEEPLY TOUCHED BATSWANA AT ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY. VIR 
TI TALLY THE ENTIRE ISSUES OF DAILY NEWS FOR MARCH 1 AND 2 
HAVE BEEN DEVOTED TO THIS STORY, AND UNUSUALLY FORCEFUL 
EDITORIAL APPEARS ON MARCH 2 FRONT PAGE. IT LABELS RSF 
ATTACK "BLATANT ACT OF NAKED SAVAGERY AND BARBARISM" 

AND RIDICULES NOTION THAT BDF PATROL COULD HAVE BEEN 
MISTAKEN FOR "FREEDOM FIGHTERS". EDITORIAL STATES THAT 
CONTINUING RHODESIAN BULIDUP IN KAZUNGULA BORDER AREA IS 
FURTHER EVIDENCE OF AGGRESSIVE RHODESIAN DESIGNS AGAINST 
BOTSWANA. 

4. DAILY NEWS EDITORIAL ALSO CONDEMNS "ATTEMPT BY SOME 
FO OUR NEIGHBORS TO COLOR THE FACTS AND EXPLAIN AWAY 
THE VILLAINOUS ACTS OF THE SMITH REGIME. THOSE ARE THE 
PEOPLE WHO TRY TO SUGGEST THAT MR. SMITH'S MEN MISTOOK 
OUR BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE UNIT FOR FREEDOM FIGHTERS." 

EDITORIAL APPEARS TO BE REACTION TO SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS 
ACCOUNTS WHICH HAVE GIVEN ROUGHLY EQUAL WEIGHT TO RHO- 
DESIAN SECURITY FORCE COMMUNIQUE AND GOB VERSION OF 
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EVENTS. 

5. COMMENT: NOW THAT EMOTIONAL FUNERAL 

CEREMONY IS OVER, GOB WILL PROBABLY COME UNDER INCREASING 
PUBLIC PRESSURE TO RESPOND IN SOME TANGIBLE FASHION 
TO RHODESIAN ATTACK. SINCE ITS CAPABILITIES FOR MILITARY OR 
ECONOMIC RETALIATION ARE NEGLIGIBLE, BOTSWANA COULD DECIDE TO 
MAKE INDIVIDUAL APPEAL TO UN SECIRITY COUNCIL AS IT DID OVER 
BORDER CLASHES WITH RHODESIA IN IANUARY 1977. ALTERNATIVELY 
GOB MIGHT DECIDE TO ACTIVELY SUPPORT NIGERIAN CALL FOR 
SC SESSION TO CONDEMN SALISBURY AGREEMENT. IN ANY EVENT, WE 
NOW CANNOT HEAVILY COUNT ON GOB SUPPORT IN HEADING OFF PREMA 
TURE AND POSSIBLY DAMAGING SC CONSIDERATION OF RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 
ALBERTI 
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